
 



 

 

 

The following magazine will present 1i’s view and 
opinions on the current events in 2020. Some of 

the topics that will be touched upon are racial 

discrimination, the corona virus, and daily 

struggles as a teenager during this tumultuous 

time.  

Among others, there are articles about the Black 

Lives Matter movement and the influencers who 

are exploiting the situation for personal gain. 

Stereotypes and social norms as a teenage girl is 

also a topic that is focused on and this article we 

are told about a girl named Sarah who doesn’t fit 
the expectations and norms of a “normal” teenage 
girl.  

All articles are written by a student of 1i or feature 

a student of 1i, therefore this magazine is the 

world through the eyes of 1i.   
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The Corona crisis has led to many people 

losing their jobs. Countries closed down, and 

people were sent home from school and 

workplaces. Some people still had to work, and 

risk catching the virus. We talked to someone 

who worked during the Corona crisis: 

 “I didn’t feel a huge difference working other 

than the healthcare guidelines, but I was 

scared of catching the virus, and bringing it 

home.”  

We got this quote from Ida Liljenberg Prange 

from Pre-IB. 

During the epidemic, many prices have been 

falling a lot. Cars, hotels, plane tickets and 

much more have been falling in price. but 

things such as fresh food seem to be rising in 

price. In America the price of groceries grew 

2.6% in one month, due to the pandemic. When 

people were sent home, and restaurants closed, 

people started buying a lot more than usual. 

Farmers and food producers were not prepared 

and did not have enough supply to cover the 

demand. Some farmers and delivery people 

also caught the virus, and therefore had to 

quarantine themselves. There were not enough 

people to produce and deliver the food. So the 

demand got a lot higher than the supply, and 

therefore they decided to raise the prices. 

 

The unemployment charge from May 2018 

till May 2020 

 

 

The impact of COVID-19 created the 

pandemic of economic loss of jobs, business 

was dropping off dramatically, which has an 

effect on workers' emotions. According to 

BBC, James Bell, 39, one of the many 

Americans applied for unemployment 

benefits, working in a Second Street Brewery 

in downtown Santa Fe. Bell was making a 

constant living from cash tips and weekly 

wage, supporting his family of five. 

 “I have no hard feelings but it’s hard when 

you live paycheck to paycheck”  

he says. Inclusion on the benefits from 

unemployment that he receives. 

Nevertheless, he calls the situation of an 

emotional roller coaster, and feels stress and 

fear both by losing his job and grappling on 

the reality of a pandemic. He also said, 

 “I guess my main anxiety is the unknown 

surrounding everything. How long will this 

go on? The longer this goes on the more of a 

financial hole we’ll be in at the end of it.” 
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Psychologists noted that, “What I have 

found helpful to people is to point out that 

they are actually going through a loss and 

once they realize this, they can be more 

compassionate with themselves and allow 

themselves to feel what they feel.” 
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By Siri Frejdis Jochmsen and Newton Khounvongsa 



Sports during the pandemic and how it affected all 

professional leagues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the pandemic all sport seasons have been 

moved or cancelled. All season cancelations 

started when one of the NBA players got 

infected with COVID-19 right before the game. 

That is how NBA season got postponed. After 

this, a lot of different leagues have listened to 

them as well and postponed their seasons too. 

Some professional players were infected by 

coronavirus, such as Rudy Gobert (NBA), 

Donovan Mitchell (NBA) Callum Hudson-Odoi 

(Chelsi) Daniele Rugani (Juventus) etc.  

 

 

 

Of course, professional players need to prepare 

themselves for a new sports season and 

somehow not loose their own skills. So, they 

have their own courts, fields, gyms, where they 

are stay shape. For the youth generation it is 

harder, because all schools, gyms and courts are 

closed until the pandemic finishes. So, what are 

they doing? The most advanced sport during the 

COVID-19 is running or cycling. By doing this 

they are still doing one of the most important 

things for their health and stamina. 

 

NBA season will continue on the 29th of 

July, but only with 22 teams out of 30. This 

is because there are still some teams, which 

can claim for a playoff. The less teams they 

have, the lower the chances are to be 

infected by corona. 

 Unfortunately, it is not going to be possible 

to watch games in real life as it was before. 

The season of 2019-20 will continue without 

viewers and fans, due to the pandemic risk. 

But we are not only going to talk about 

basketball – Covid-19 also made big changes 

to the football season. Mostly all the football 

seasons around the world were canceled or 

moved to the summer. A lot of players 

caught the illness, which caused many 

problems with the health of the players who 

had some problems earlier with their lungs 

and endangered the completion of their 

careers. All the clubs had financial problems, 

because the clubs cut player’s contracts for 
large amounts. Also, they lost their main 

income - sponsors, television and 

advertisements on the billboards. Most of the 

small clubs, who didn’t receive financial 
help closed. Due to the rules, players could 

not train on a field with coaches. 

They didn’t have a chance to upgrade their 
skills, so they were doing exercises at home 

alone to keep their bodies in shape. Now 

when the amount of people who are ill is 

going down, governments created the rule 

for the clubs that they must look after their 

players before every training session in order 

to be allowed to start the season with the 

condition that there wouldn’t be any 
viewers.  
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Before the matches, players are keeping a 2-meter 

distance from each other. They are not allowed to 

shake hands and the balls are disinfected during the 

break. We can only hope that in six months 

everything will stabilize. 

We have asked some of our classmates about their 

activities during the isolation, how active they are. 

“When I was in Denmark, we had floorball 
practices and games as well. Now, since we are not 

able to come back, we need to be active somehow. 

So, that’s why to keep myself in a good shape I have 

chosen running. I have only 2 days of rest it is 

Tuesday and Friday and on the other days I'm going 

for a run.” -Vitalijs Vizulis 
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By Vitalijs Vizulis, Ivan Sorokin and Valeria Markova 

“During the isolation I have been trying 

to stay active as possible. I was going 

for a run, going to parks to do some 

strength exercises. Of course, things that 

I can do has been limited, but there are 

ways you can still be active even in this 

situation. My favourite activity is 

jumping rope. I did it almost every day 

from 30-60 minutes.” -Daniels Marko 

Jelinskis 

 

“I am very active! Now, in Grenaa we 
have so nice weather. We are not losing 

our chances to go to the beach and play 

some volley.” -Isadora Greca Menescal 

 



 

Influencers are exploiting the death of George Floyd to gain 
publicity 

 

Instagram influencers are getting accused of using the Black Lives Matter movement for 

their own good, gaining followers and likes on instagram and twitter. 

 
@ShotbyJosh 

  

American singer Madison Beer at the BLM protest 

 

Singer and song writer Madison Beer was 
accused of staging photos at one of the Black 
Lives Matter protests. In the picture, 
Madison is seen holding a sign saying, ‘No 
freedom until we’re equal.’ Many celebrities 
have posted pictures supporting the 
movement, but these specific photos caused 
frustration from the public believing she used 
injustice as a way of self-promotion. Some 
twitter users meant that she should have 
joined the protest without posting pictures of 
it.  
 
Supporter of the movement Claus Løvgren 
Madsen, who is a teacher at Grenå 
Gymnasium, is very disappointed in the 
promoters. He feels it’s a lack of true 
commitment. He means that the protests are 
not for yourself to be seen, and that it is 
made to activate the people’s power, and that 
these accused celebrities doesn’t show the 
qualifications of a supporter. 
 
Madison denied these accusations on her  

twitter account: 

“i did not lie. This photographer is 
spreading unclear information about me. 
these are our messages. i will not allow 
anyone to make me protesting day after 
day into something it is NOT. i am out  
here for one reason only. i will not allow 
it to be spun into something it never 
was.” 
Madison supported her claim by 
attaching messages exchanged between 
herself and the photographer 
‘Shotbyjosh’. 
After Madison’s denies, fans are still 
suspicious as to why she hadn’t denied it 
publicly.  
 
Another celebrity under the microscope 

of the public, is Kendall Jenner. 

A photoshopped picture of Kendall 

holding a sign saying ‘Black Lives 
Matter post’ next to the real picture of 
Kendall circulated the internet. On the 

original picture, Kendall is shown with 

her arms over her head. The other photo 

shows the exact same picture, but with 

her holding a sign. What reveals the 

photoshop is her own shadow behind her, 

not holding a sign. 

@blessedjenners/Twitter 
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 Kendall Jenner's shadow is the one to give away 

the photoshop 

Fans tweeted that she was too lazy to protest and 

that she tried to find the easy way of getting 

praised without actually attending the protest. 

Benedicte Uhrenholt, a student from Grenå 

Gymnasium, who supports the movement and its 

purpose, thought these actions were frustrating. 

“I feel as though these gestures pull focus from 
the important voices and makes the [BLM] 

movement into a competition, as to who can 

appear to be most supporting,” she says. She feels 
that the voices of the people were being 

suppressed. She thinks it is “..childish to try to 
gain publicity from the human rights.” 

Kendall Jenner retweeted the picture stating that it 

was not her who had posted the picture, meaning 

she could not be held accountable for the 

photoshop. 

Kendall Jenner did not donate any money to the 

BLM, but she showed her support on an 

Instagram post where she acknowledged her 

white privilege. Her sisters and their families have 

donated money toward the movement. Her sister 

Kylie stated that she fears for her daughter and 

that she hopes for a better future for her. 

Some celebrities like Halsey and Ariana Grande 

are using the privilege of having a big platform to 

raise awareness and to notify most young people 

who don’t follow the news. As the comedian, 
Elijah Daniel points out:  

“Halsey is doing incredible & that should be 
noted. Not for the press. Not for attention, not 

with a group of bodyguards. on the frontline. 

Helping injured people. 

THIS is how to use the platform your fans give 

you for hood. If you are given a platform, it’s for 
a reason. Use it. 

The 26-year-old singer has encouraged the media 

to bring attention to the peaceful side of 

protesting. 
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By Ida Liljenberg Prange and Isadora Greca Menescal 

 

 

Other celebrities with huge platforms 

worldwide such as Billie Eilish, Harry 

Styles, and Kanye West have also 

contributed to using their platform not for 

press, or to straighten their image neither for 

attention, but to educate their fans about the 

issue by marching in Los Angeles and 

Chicago. 

These celebrities are currently putting their 

safety at risk to support a much greater 

cause. Fans point out “THAT’S WHAT 
“USING YOUR PLATFORM” TRULY 
MEANS”.Fans are grateful that some of 
their favorite celebrities are using their 

voices for positive change and standing up 

against racism.   



More than 10 

Exceptions to social distancing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted religion 

in various ways, including the cancelation of 

different religious activities. This article covers 

information about the different interesting 

exceptions to social distancing from the view of 

fellow classmates. 

Religion is everywhere in the world, therefore 

churches are one of the places where humans are  

mostly exposed to coronavirus - everyone 

touches and transfers the holy water directly 

onto their body, eats Oblate directly from the 

hands of the priest and kisses the figure of Jesus 

Christ. While standing in huge crowds. 

During the first month (march) of Covid19 

pandemic in Poland, churches were the only 

institutions without any social distancing nor 

strict hygienic policies. That means, that while 

schools, nurseries, universities, cinemas and 

many more were closed, people were not 

allowed to meet in groups bigger than 3 (except 

families living together) in public places,the 

church being an exception, would gather even 

more than 290 people (depending on the size of 

the church).this weren´t a good idea in the eyes 

Ilana Wan, student at Grenaa Gymnasium, they 

maybe should have closed the churches 

immediately at the same time as the rest of the 

institutions because people could still pray at 

home. 

The popular opinion amongst the high Catholic 

Church authorities in Poland explaining the lack 

of pandemic rules, was that “God’s body or holy 
water cannot infect” From the 20th of april the 
situation has changed, the policy of wearing 

masks covering one’s nose and mouth was 
mandatory and in order to avoid crowds, general 

pandemic hygienic proceedings and social 

distancing applied as well, each person 

was assigned for 15 square meters of the 

church. 

Later on, from May 17th, it was changed to 

10 square meters, which anyway resulted 

with the average of around 40 people 

gathering.  

Additionally, some of my religious family 

members observed that most of the 

pandemic policies are not being respected 

nor treated very seriously (no one is 

counting the amount of people in the 

church, masks are often not being weared), 

as they say, in the smaller cities. Some 

observed the opposite; Mrs. Anna Staniec, 

perishoner of the Saint Casimir Church in 

Warsaw, said; “Every church acts 

differently when it comes to corona 

prevention, my church is extremely strict; 

they ask people out when it comes close to 

the limit, everyone wears masks, social 

distancing is now the most important for 

our community”. 
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The big exception to the meeting rules in 

Denmark was funerals there being no limit on 

how many could attend. The most notable case 

being the funeral of the Danish poet Yahya 

Hassan where hundreds of people attended the 

funeral.We interviewed a fellow classmate, 

Clara Frier Høst on her opinions to this 

exception. she states, “my Mom knows 

someone who went to a famous person's 

funeral in Aarhus. A lot of people got infected 

afterwards.” because of this Clara sees 

Gathering at a funeral, she sees bad as well 

because the risk of catching corona is simply to 

high. those her opinion on funerals is that  she 

sees it as being very dangerous to practice your 

religion in a public space, because of the 

possibility there is of getting infected with 

Covid-19. as In Denmark during the lockdown. 

There where a few restrictions “It will all 

create complications, and make people catch 

Covid-19, I don’t think it’s worth it do the it 

that many.”. 

 

 

By Maria Helena Bak, Thalia Rasmussen and Lasse Munk Krøyer 



From unconscious to uncomfortable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us tell you a story about Sarah* (*Sarah is 

a student who the author knows. Sarah is a 

cover name to keep the real student 

anonymous).  

Sarah is a sixteen-year-old girl. Long hair, 

averagely tall. As many teenagers she goes to 

school, meets her friends in her free time and 

likes to do sports. Just an average teenage girl. 

Average, but not normal.  

 

She does not wear tight shirts or jeans, she 

does not own a single pair of high heels and 

make-up is not her thing, either. She does not 

drink alcohol, nor does she go to parties. 

Many people think of someone else if they are 

asked to describe a typical teenage girl. They 

might think of the way she looks, her height 

and her age but many expect a teenager to be 

free, to go out with friends, to party, to drink. 

All those characteristics are typical features of 

a normal sixteen-year-old stereotype. 

Humans tend to do certain things 

unconsciously. One of those is stereotyping 

others. Stereotypes develop by a striking 

behaviour of an undefined amount of people 

that can all be classified by a certain 

characteristic: the colour of the skin or hair, the 

height or simply the age. Those stereotyped 

groups are used to predict the upcoming 

behaviour of an unknown individual.  

But what if this individual does not behave the 

way you presumed? The human brain will find 

it odd and will want to figure out, why its 

assumption was unfitting. 

 

The observer curiously starts to ask 

questions. During that he unconsciously 

disregards the individual’s well-being and 

makes him / her feel uncomfortable. These 

situations usually tend to trigger the 

individual’s awareness of how he / she is 
viewed by the society and some individuals 

tend to isolate themselves as they want to 

escape the feeling of possible judgement. 

Sarah is one of those individuals. She is tired 

of being asked why she does not consume 

alcohol by many of the people she gets in 

contact with and gets annoyed every time 

someone tries to make her drink even though 

she said  

“no”.“I feel like I have to justify myself for 

every single discussion I make that is not 

seen as typical for a teenage girl”,  

Sarah, whose name the authors changed on 

her demand, explains.  

So how can we as observers avoid making 

individuals feel the way Sarah does? How 

can we break down stereotypes?  

Instead of having assumptions and prejudges 

try to get to know people as individuals. In 

that case we can diminish the stereotypes 

you are holding of others as well as the ones 

that are being held about you. 
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By Swantje Peters and Marie Louise Hinge 



TikTok 

 

TikTok is a social network that allows you to 

shoot music videos, conduct live broadcasts 

and exchange messages. The video platform 

has already became a leader in the Chinese 

market and is rapidly capturing other countries. 

It is in demand by both individual users and 

companies that promote their brands on 

TikTok. 

TikTok is now a tale of two apps. Most of 

TikTok’s Western audience originally belonged 
to Musical.ly. Its Eastern audience, however, 

knew the original app better, and TikTok still 

runs a separate version of the app in China 

called Douyin. Representative offices of 

TikTok are in Los Angeles, New York, 

London, Paris, Berlin, Dubai, Mumbai, Jakarta, 

Seoul, and Tokyo. In China, known as "Douin" 

 

. 

The TikTok mobile application allows users to 

create short videos about themselves, which 

often contain music in the background, can be 

accelerated, slowed down, or edited using a 

filter. To create a music video with the 

application, users can select background music 

from a wide range of music genres, edit using a 

filter and record a 15-second video with speed 

control before downloading to share with 

others on 

 

TikTok or other social platforms. They can also 

shoot short videos with the synchronization of 

footage regarding a popular song.  

 

 

 

One of the “reaction” modes - allows users to 

shoot their reaction to another video, creating a 

virtual screen overlapping with the video of the 

reaction itself. Another mode, “duet”, allows 
users to glue two videos horizontally. Also, the 

application allows users to make their account 

“private”. 

The “recommendations” page on “TikTok” is a 
stream of recommended videos for users, based 

on their previous user actions, their likes. 

The main concerns surrounding the app with an 

estimated 1 billion users, about 60 percent of 

whom are between the ages of 16 and 24, are 

its ties to the Chinese government 

andthe security and surveillance apprehensions 

that come with those ties. 

Tik tok current is dangerous because many 

teens lose a lot of their time when watching 

video in the tik tok current application. The 

danger can also be from the developers of the 

application. The application is developed in 

China and is subject to the rights of China's 

consumers.  
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So, when users agree to the privacy policy they 

agree to the policy of China. 

We have asked a 17-year-old teenager how often 

he uses Tik Tok current.  

 

 Vitalijs Vizulis,1.i 

 

‘I have downloaded this application half a year 

ago, and I can spend from 10 minutes to an 

hour there a day. Most often about an hour. I 

can agree that I am addicted to this 

application.’ 

 

 

 

One of the biggest aspects of the app is the 

ability to create dances to remix music or 

popular songs and then "hype" yourself in 

the hope of going viral and having other 

TikTok users attempt your choreography on 

their own accounts.  

By far the most popular dance on TikTok 

with more than 29.7 million users attempting 

the fast-paced choreography is the 

"renegade." It's perhaps one of the first viral 

dances to break out of the confines of the app 

itself and prompt so many others to strive to 

"go viral."The original dance was created by 

Atlanta-based 14-year-old Jalaiah Harmon in 

September 2019, and quickly blew up with 

students in middle school and high school. 
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By Darja Nikitina, Alina Ignatjeva and Tanisha Morenn Mbouala 



Riots and protests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Lives Matter    

Colored people have been fighting for their 

freedom and rights for a long time. Centuries 

have been going by and the situation has gotten 

better but there still are the so called “White 
privileges”. This has been going around for 
years, but no one did anything about it, they just 

sat around and watched innocent people get 

killed and being treated not how they should be.  

Only now, in 2020, social media helped people 

understand how serios this matter is and that 

actions should be taken in order to demolish the 

racism. On May 25th, an innocent black man by 

the named of George Floyd was murdered in 

cold blood by a police officer by pressing down 

his neck while the man was screaming “I can’t 
breathe”. Later that day, the video was 

uploaded on social media and went viral. Due to 

that video, multiple other ones concerning the 

issue were uploaded but during different 

timelines. In the following days, the first protest 

against racism went down in Minneapolis, US. 

Following their example, other people from 

different states started protesting and it got to 

the point where every state in United States 

protested at least once. 

 

Demonstrators walk across Brooklyn Bridge into 

Manhattan to protest against police brutality and racism 

in New York on Saturday © AFP via Getty Images 

It started out as an American protest, but it 

developed into a worldwide one. Some of 

the countries that were supportive of the 

movement were: UK, France, Italy, Spain, 

Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, etc.  

During the protest period, some of them got 

out of hand and they turned into riots. 

People were throwing stuff at the police 

buildings, breaking and flipping over police 

cars, breaking into stores and stealing their 

products. Because of that, the police started 

using rubber bullets and pepper spray, 

hurting the citizens. 

 

Due to that, the meaning of the protest got 

lost and some people saw it as an 

opportunity to steal goods. The police were 

arresting people that were opposing to their 

position in the protest, even if the people 

were a part of a peaceful protest.    

A first in the history of time was the fact 

that the White House went completely dark, 

turning off all the outside lights and the 

President was taken to the underground 

bunker while the fires around the city were 

just getting worse. The President showed a 

sign of weakness and fear to US’s citizens 
as well as his true colors. 
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On social media, the hashtag 

“#BlackLivesMatter” went viral and everyone 
was posting pictures including the hashtag. On 

Tuesday, June 2nd, the day was dedicated to the 

black people. Everyone was posting a black 

picture using the hashtag “#BlackOutTuesday” 
in order to pay their respects and show support. 

The power of social networks and the authority 

of celebrities had a big role in the issue. When 

your favorite performers and athletes post 

pictures of black squares 

 

 

Rihanna and Britney Spears are among the stars 

taking part in Blackout Tuesday (Picture: Rex) 

and slogans followed by hashtags, many people 

are reaching out to do the same. 

More than 20 million Instagram posts with 

the hashtag #blacklivesmatter, high-profile 

slogans, thousands of protests against racism 

and police brutality, heated discussions and, 

undoubtedly, the acute problem of 

inequality and social injustice took place 

and are still swirling around the world. This 

movement and the actions will never be 

forgotten, having a big impact of society and 

finally deleting racism out of our lives for 

good. 
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By Rinalds Lucs, Jegors Rezuns and Francesca Bitca 



The rise of Indians in Latvia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although that in Latvia there are not many 

cultures, racism in Latvia is still happening. 

Latvians are not so experienced with other 

nationalities living in Latvia, except russians. 

And the amount of immigrants is relativity 

small compared to countries like Denmark, 

where we can see a lot of other races, cultures.  

   Legends say that rise of Indians in Latvia 

started in the early 2000s. At the moment in 

Latvia, there are thousands of them and more to 

come. Latvia is not a popular place for 

immigrants to come, not at all. The welfare 

system, taxes, politics- it is all messed up here, 

you can ask anyone here who earns an average 

salary and they will say the same to you. So 

what attracts them here? Two things attract 

them to Latvia. Firstly, there is a big Indian 

community, throughout the years, they have 

created a big community with their own shows, 

parties, restaurants, events. They mostly hang 

out there together and I have never seen any 

Indian in Latvia hang out with anyone other 

than Indians. 

And the reason for that is that most Latvians are 

not used to other races from different countries, 

so Indians- in this case- stick together with each 

other like Siamese twins. The second reason is 

that there is better education than in India for 

affordable prices. As I said, that they like to 

stick together, so most of them even go to the 

same university/ business school “ Turiba 
university”, that's where the majority of Indians 
study. 

  They live here and of course, they will need 

some money- that means they will need some 

work. And this is where racism starts- there are 

not that many people who offer them jobs and if 

they do then it’s most likely not official and 
very underpaid. But they still need some  

money, so the majority of them work as food 

delivery drivers. 

 

 Food delivery 

drivers in Latvia from company “Wolt” 

The second popular job is making Indian 

food in restaurants that are owned by Indians 

who have lived here for a longer time and 

have made their own businesses. Very often 

when there is news written about Indians in 

Latvia, you can see a lot of racism and bad 

words towards them in the comments.  

   Besides racism and negativity towards 

them, they still are pretty positive and they 

show that in their TikTok videos which are 

quite popular in Latvia. In these videos, they 

show how they are partying, making food 

and dancing in front of the Latvian Freedom 

Monument. 

   I asked two of my classmates about their 

personal opinions about Indians in Latvia. 

Both classmates live in Riga, the capital of 

Latvia. I asked how they feel about the fact 

that so many (at least for Latvia) Indians 

have moved to Latvia towards them!  
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– Rinalds Lucs says: “ Mainly positive, we 

always needed some more workforce! 

Sometimes it feels unusual because we aren’t 
used to seeing different colored people in our 

country. However, we are really welcoming 

and open-minded “  

Vitaly Vizulis said “I don’t mind, about them. 

If they are working and not doing bad things 

here in Latvia, why should we think something 

bad about them? They are helping to our 

country. Some of them are just students, but 

still, after they will be able to work somewhere, 

earn money, by earning money, parliament is 

receiving taxes.” 
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By Daniels Marko Jelinskis 



Experiences of a Muslim – An auto-fictional piece by Ahmed  

 

 

My name? It could be Mohamed. But you 

never call me by it anyway.  

According to you, my name tells everything 

about me. You have probably already guessed 

that I am a Muslim and concluded that I am 

most likely a psychopath of some kind, a 

terrorist or at least a “scary person”. It is 
funny how a name that consists of 7 letters 

has all these meanings. 

I am happy to say that you are not wrong, 

maybe I am a terrorist and I will tell you why, 

but first read my story. 

I was born and raised in Syria. My life was 

completely normal; raised to love and respect 

other people, and their different believes and 

traditions. But everything went south after 

2011, the year where all the chaos and hate 

surfaced. This was the year where I realized 

what it means to be a Muslim; what is means 

to be a Mohamed. In 2011 the Syrian 

revolution started. People were protesting the 

government, and the government was killing 

the people, until we said enough! It was time 

to fight back and we did, and we were 

winning. Seeing the blood, seeing your family 

and your friends die in front of you - actions 

by your own government - is unbearable. 

Seeing the shreds and the remains of the 

children, and the women due to bombing, 

sniping, slaughtering, and torture was the 

turning point of my life. 

 Who is capable of that? What are these 

beings? Two questions that I never found the 

answers for.  

After that, I wanted to fight back: I was 12 

years old, filled with enough anger to know I 

was ready to fight and kill these people. And 

when I saw some of them dead, I was happy 

and satisfied. A normal 12-year-old would feel 

scared, especially when the sky is raining all 

kinds of chemicals, and the ground was 

rumbling because of explosions, but I made 

peace with it. We all made peace with it. This 

was our life, and this is how it was going to 

end. Because I am not any 12-year-old kid, I 

am a Mohamed, remember? I was born with 

this blood in my veins; I was born a terrorist, 

and this is the kind of life that suits me. 

 
Building in Homs, Syria; during the war and prior to it 

One of the streets during the war in Aleppo, Syria 

 

Notice  This is a literary attempt drawing on the 

author's own life experiences, and as such the 'I' and 

the 'you' of the story are not identical to the author and 

the reader. 
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Chemical weapons effects on children in Syria 

After 3 years of this lifeless existence, I was 

forced to abandon my country and yes, I repeat 

forced because I didn’t want to, I wanted to 
stay and keep fighting. We moved away to 

Lebanon, the closest country to our boarders. 

At that point my parents had almost spent all 

their money keeping us all alive, and trying to 

help the revolution, but we didn’t think that 
would be a problem because we expected to be 

treated like freedom fighters: heroes fighting 

for what is right, exactly like we treated the 

Lebanese people who came to our country in 

2006 at the time of their war with Israel. On 

the contrary, we were met with hostility and 

anger, and at that point I was too young to 

know the reason why or even see the facts and 

connect the dots. Due to the way we were 

treated we left Lebanon and went to Egypt, 

Libya and then to Turkey. During all that time 

I was nagging my parents constantly, asking 

them to send me back to Syria so I could fight. 

I had enough of the humiliation, and I couldn’t 
take it anymore. 

A Syrian refugee camp in the Bekaa Valley, Lebanon 

 

But then we moved to a western country: a 

country that I consider it to be my second 

home. When I first arrived and started school, 

I sensed a weird vibe when telling people my 

name. It was some kind of fear. The moment I 

say my name, people back off a little bit. One 

day, during a cross-grade group project, an 

upperclassman introduced himself to me as 

Hussam. His fellow classmates called him 

Sam repeatedly. When I asked him about it, 

he told me “You don’t have to tell them your 
real name. When you meet new people today 

just say your name is Michael or something. 

Trust me on this one!” So, I did. Shockingly 
enough, everything changed; my classmates 

were more social towards me than ever, and I 

felt like more people wished to be my friend, 

which was the moment where I finally 

realized that I don’t want to tell people that I 
am a Muslim especially not a Mohamed. 

Although I have lived with it, these questions 

remain etched in my mind; why does a name 

dictate another’s opinion of you? And why is 
the name Mohamed automatically the name 

of a terrorist? What is the reason behind all 

that? If it is the media, then who gets to 

decide what news surface, when it comes to 

Muslims and terrorist attacks?  

What makes it okay to call me a terrorist, 

when you can call me by my name. 
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